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NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER 2008
Events Summer/Autumn 2008 in Chichester
Summer is usually our quiet time, as members of the Fairtrade Chichester group take their well-earned holidays. But we have not been completely idle:

Schools – following the successful schools campaign during Fairtrade Fortnight earlier in the year, we gave 2 follow-up Fairtrade assemblies at primary schools at the end of the summer term, and more are planned for the Autumn.

On Friday 26th September, there will be a Fairtrade stall on the final afternoon of the Kingsham Primary School Eco –Awareness Week, when the parent visits.

Gala – Fairtrade Chichester and Harries Mobile Catering teamed up to sell coffee and Fairtrade goods at the Gala event on the New Park Recreation Ground in June. It was just a pity that there were not more people there.

Farmers’ Market – Local cookery writer, Rosemary Moon, gave a demonstration of cooking with Fairtrade ingredients at her stall in the 3-day Farmers Market on the weekend of 13/14 September. She did not know in advance what ingredients were coming, so it was a test of her ingenuity, which, of course, she passed with flying colours. While Rosemary was cooking, Liz of Fairtrade Chichester answered questions on Fairtrade in Chichester.
Coming up
· Xmas Market - Fairtrade Chichester will be running their ‘coffee with a difference’ stall again at the City Xmas market on Sunday 30th November
· Fairtrade Fortnight 2009 runs from Monday 23rd February to Sunday 9th March. News of what is planned for Chichester will appear on the website in due course.
National and International News

· Fairtrade Mark is changing – the text ‘Guarantees a better deal for Third World Producers’ is being dropped from the Fairtrade logo, leaving only the familiar blue and green sign. This is a symbol of the Fairtrade movement’s success over the past decade. So many people in the UK now recognise the logo that words are no longer necessary. For more details, visit the Foundation’s website at www.fairtrade.org.uk. Fairtrade Chichester will be amending the logo on their publication as soon as the new download is available

Popularity of Fairtrade in UK – Fairtrade sales in the UK in 2007 reached 704 million Euros (£560). This was over 3 as much as the next highest European country, France, and almost as much as the United States! Keep up the good work.
Fairtrade Hits

· The range and availability of Fairtrade goods in shops & cafes continues to expand:
· Chichester Festival Theatre – the new franchise at the Festival Theatre – Brasserie in the Park – serve Fairtrade coffee, ordinary ( but not the special) tea and hot chocolate. They will convert the sugar later on.
· BHS – all BHS coffee shops, including the one at Westhampnett, converted all their coffee to Fairtrade on 18th August. 
· Harries mobile catering business now serves coffee to morning commuters at Arundel station. 
Website – due to technical difficulties with our hosting company, the website was down for 2 weeks at the end of August. Fairtrade Chichester apologise for any inconvenience caused. We now have a new hosting package that will hopefully keep the gremlins at bay.
Volunteers Needed

We still need more volunteers. If you would like to help in the Fairtrade Chichester campaign, or know someone who would, please contact us. Things you could do include:

· Join the Steering Committee and help decide campaign policy

· Help out at events

· Act as an informant and pass on any Fairtrade news – new product in shops, event in other towns etc that you find out about.

Winter Clothing
In the April newsletter we reported on Fairtrade Summer clothing on sale in Chichester shops. If anyone has any news about Fairtrade winter clothing available locally, please use our webmail – info@fairtradechichester.org.uk – to let us know. We cannot have eyes and ears everywhere, so input from our supporters is invaluable. At least this is one set of clothing that we can guarantee being able to wear – unlike our summer wardrobes!
Events  
· Stella Hames of Chidham, is still holding a Fairtrade Open Day at her house on the first Monday of every month:
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