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NEWSLETTER MARCH 2009
Events winter 2008
· Xmas Market - Fairtrade Chichester ran their popular ‘coffee with a difference’ stall again at the City Xmas market on Sunday 30th November. We were joined by Stella Hames, who sold Fairtrade snacks, bags and jewellery. A big thanks to Sean of fff Occasions and Heather Barrie of Harries Mobile catering, who provided truffles and flapjacks respectively to go with the coffee.
· Wines for Xmas – we were given a small slot in the ‘Chichester Observer’ magazine to promote some palatable and affordable Fairtrade wines from South Africa & Latin America.
Fairtrade Fortnight 2009
Following our successful events of previous years, we decided to try something different this year and go out and meet people as they went about their daily lives. We hoped to reach folk who might not normally come to an event and thus spread the Fairtrade message more widely:
· Farmers Market – we were offered a ‘guest’ stall at the Farmers Market on 23rd February, where we sold more of Sean’s delicious Fairtrade snacks, as well as talking to lots of local people about Fairtrade. Thank you to CDC for this opportunity.
· In conjunction with the ‘Chichester Observer’ magazine we ran a Fairtrade Treasure Hunt. The winner of the prize - a basket of Fairtrade goodies - was Sally Water from Oving.
A photo of Sally and her prize appears in Thursday 19th March edition of the ‘Chichester Observer’.
· Sainsbury’s Taste-in – we spent an enjoyable morning in Sainsbury’s offering samples of Fairtrade food
· On the streets – we handed out hundreds of leaflets to shoppers on the streets of Chichester
· School Assemblies – we did more of these in the City’s primary schools.
National and International News

· For chocoholics the big news is that Cadbury’s Dairy Milk, the nation’s favourite chocolate, will be going Fairtrade by the end of summer 2009. This will automatically mean a big growth in the sale of Fairtrade products.
· Starbucks have announced that all their expressos, lattes and cappuccinos will be Fairtrade by the end of 2009.

New Fairtrade Products in the Area:
· Cloisters Cathedral Shop has a new range of Fairtrade clothing and bags including baby clothes.
· Whitbys, the Camera Shop, now has Fairtrade photo albums with pages made from cotton and banana leaves.
· Thornton’s now sell some Fairtrade Chocolate bars
· Accessorise have a selection of Fairtrade bags.
· Fairtrade icing & caster sugar has been spotted in Waitrose.
· Easter Eggs – Fairtrade Easter Eggs are now in the shops especially Oxfam, Waitrose & M&S. More about this on the website. 
For all the up-to-date news on Fairtrade products in the Chichester area, visit our website at www.fairtradechichester.org.uk
Website

The website has just passed its first anniversary and continues to develop. There is a new section ‘Fairtrade in Chichester’ which will list the businesses, community organisations and schools that are supporting Fairtrade. If you know of any organisation that does Fairtrade and is not on our list, please let us know via the webmail – info@fairtradechichhester.org.uk.
Pupils at Roman Catholic schools in the areas are all involved in a campaign to raise awareness of Fairtrade in their schools and  families. Led by the School Councils, each school is planning a series of events, thought up by the pupils themselves, from fashion shows to Fairtrade cook-ins. 

To help the pupils with questions they may meet from friends and family, Fairtrade Chichester are planning to add a question and answer sheet for young people on the website.

A Morale-raising story – like all voluntary organisations, we have our down moments, when we wonder if all our efforts are having much effect. These never last long, as Fairtrade is growing more and more popular and more and more people know about it & buy Fairtrade. But it is always a boost to hear about a real-life Fairtrade success story. An acquaintance of one of the group was taking a taxi ride during a holiday in Santa Lucia in the Windward Islands. Without any prompting, the taxi driver told him how much life on the island had improved since they started supplying most of their bananas to the Fairtrade Market. You can buy Windward Island bananas in most Chichester shops. So keep buying!
· Stella Hames of Chidham, is still holding a Fairtrade Open Day at her house on the first Monday of every month:
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