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NEWSLETTER JUNE 2010

Events Early Summer 2010
· Fairtrade was put on the election agenda at the candidates’ debate in the Cathedral on the evening before the General Election. A question requesting clarification of the candidates’ views on Fairtrade was submitted by Fairtrade Chichester and chosen by the Chair – The Dean- to be put to the panel. The answers were all in favour but there is obviously still some confusion, even among politicians, about what Fairtrade is (often confused with ‘free trade) and how it contributes to the battle against world poverty. The campaign to promote and educate people about Fairtrade goes on!

At the end the Fairtrade Chichester representative at the debate was given the chance to say a few words about Fairtrade to the large audience. 

New Fairtrade Products & Outlets in the Area:
· Fairtrade Cola – If you like Cola but are worried about the ethical standards of traditional cola companies, Ubuntu Fairtrade Cola drink is your answer. This is now available in cans in Waitrose. Anyone who sampled a Cuba Libra cocktail at our Quiz and Cocktails evening in March would have been drinking Ubuntu, which fortuitously first went on sale on the Monday of that very week!
· Sainsbury’s have a new range of Fairtrade fruit bars – pineapple & apricot and banana & mango. Find them in our local branch in Aisle 16 with the dried and tinned fruit.
· Slug & Lettuce chain have stopped selling Fairtrade coffee. This was a decision made at Head Office, not by our local branch. S&L were originally persuaded to go Fairtrade after a campaign by the Leighton & Linslade (Bedfordshire) Fairtrade Group, where HO is situated. They are investigating the reasons behind the decision and what can be done. Watch this space for more news. 
· Convenience Stores – we are also sorry to report that a number of convenience stores in the City that had been stocking a limited range of Fairtrade lines – mainly tea and coffee – have now stopped doing so. They tell us this is due to ‘lack of demand. 
For what you can do about this, see the next section.
For all the up-to-date news on Fairtrade products in the Chichester area, visit our website at www.fairtradechichester.org.uk
Demand for Fairtrade

In times of economic austerity, there is a danger that people may see buying Fairtrade as an unaffordable luxury. Although more ‘big-name’ Fairtrade products like Cadbury’s Dairy Milk or Tate & Lyle sugar are appearing on the shelves, there are also signs that smaller stores are stocking fewer (or no) Fairtrade lines. In Chichester a number of cafes have stopped offering Fairtrade or stopped trading altogether.

Fairtrade is People Power and it is up to us to remember at times of economic difficulty it is the poor and disadvantaged, both at home and abroad, who suffer most and have fewest resources to ride out the storm. It is all the more important, therefore, that businesses and public organisations  continue to support Fairtrade and other anti-poverty programmes through the economic downturn and do not lose sight of those whose economic plight, in real terms, is far worse than ours. This has even been recognised y the Coalition Government in its ring-fencing of Development Aid!

Please continue to support Fairtrade and to encourage your friends and neighbours by reminding them when the opportunity arises that:
· However hard up we feel, we remain rich in comparison with much of the rest of the world.
· Fairtrade goods may pay a little bit more but make up only a small part of the weekly shop. Not everyone can afford them but many of us can find that extra few pence if we care.
· Fairtrade works on supply and demand. If enough customers demand it, the shop will stock it. You can acquire ‘Stock-It’ cards from the Fairtrade Foundation website or from Fairtrade Chichester (we hold a small stock).
· Leave Fairtrade publicity material wherever you can. It can be obtained free from the Fairtrade Foundation or from Fairtrade Chichester.
· Tell people about our website. We have a stock of cards promoting the site. Ask for some!

· Note that on the agenda on the recent meeting of Chichester City Council Finance Committee was axing Fairtrade for Council events as part of budget-cutting measures. The discussion was cut short when Councillor Bell asserted that whatever the economic situation, the Council must remain true to its principles. No one argued. A big thank to all Councillors there!

Website & Publicity

· Visit the feature on Fairtrade Beauty products on our website to update yourself on the growing choice.
· Our website now has links with a number of local sites including The Chamber of Commerce, Chichester District & City Councils, Chichester Web, Chichester University and the Student Union site. 
National and International News

After Sunday’s result this may not be the best time to mention this. But with South Africa  in the news, it is good opportunity to look at the impact Fairtrade has had on farmers and workers there. To find out more, visit the Fairtrade Foundation site at www.fairtrade.org.uk/southafrica.
And do look out for South African Fairtrade products in the shops!
For further information on Fairtrade visit our website www.fairtadechichester.org.uk or contact us via our webmail address - info@fairtradechichester.org.uk
